
AP English Literature and Composition Summer Reading 2019-2020 
 

1. How to Read Literature Like a Professor (Revised Edition) by Thomas C. Foster (ISBN 978-0062301673) 

2. Invisible Man by Ralph Ellison (ISBN 978-0679732761) 

 

 

Students enrolled in AP Literature and Composition for the 2019-2020 school year will complete the following 

assignment prior to the first day of school: read carefully How to Read Literature Like a Professor (Revised 

Edition) by Thomas C. Foster and Invisible Man by Ralph Ellison. Annotation is required but will not be 

graded directly; however, understand that annotation is considered an integral part of a successful, meaningful 

reading process to ensure a fuller comprehension and deeper understanding. 

 

 

Annotate naturally as you read by documenting questions, reactions, observations, and/or discoveries that help 

you to clarify your ideas and gain a better understanding of the text. These annotations will be useful as you 

write about the works later. (See the end of this assignment for clarification on annotation and connections 

between the two works.)  Students should also be prepared to participate in a graded discussion as well as take 

an objective and/or in-class timed writing essay exam over both works on the first day of the semester. 

 

 

        1. How to Read Literature Like a Professor (Revised Edition) by Thomas C. Foster 

What does it mean when a fictional hero takes a journey? Shares a meal? Gets drenched in a sudden rain 

shower? Often, there is much more going on in a novel or poem than is readily visible on the surface—a 

symbol, maybe, that remains elusive, or an unexpected twist on a character—and there's that sneaking suspicion 

that the deeper meaning of a literary text keeps escaping you. In this practical and amusing guide to literature, 

Thomas C. Foster shows how easy and gratifying it is to unlock those hidden truths, and to discover a world 

where a road leads to a quest; a shared meal may signify a communion; and rain, whether cleansing or 

destructive, is never just rain. Ranging from major themes to literary models, narrative devices, and form, How 

to Read Literature Like a Professor is the perfect companion for making your reading experience more 

enriching, satisfying, and fun.  

 

2. Invisible Man 

The #1 most used novel on the AP English Literature exam.  A classic from the moment it first appeared in 

1952, Invisible Man by Ralph Ellison chronicles the travels of its narrator, a young, nameless black man, as he 

moves through the hellish levels of American intolerance and cultural blindness. Searching for a context in 

which to know himself, he exists in a very peculiar state. "I am an invisible man," he says in his prologue. 

"When they approach me they see only my surroundings, themselves, or figments of their imagination--indeed, 

everything and anything except me." But this is hard-won self-knowledge, earned over the course of many years, 

as detailed in the novel. Distinguishing characteristics include: jazz style, rich symbolism, existentialist 

influence, farcical humor, vicious satire, surreal events, and National Book Award winner for 1953 (Excerpts 

from Publishers Weekly). 
 

 
Students are strongly encouraged to purchase these two works. However, if this poses an undue financial burden 

on any student, accommodations will be made to provide a text by an instructor or secure a copy from the 

library. Annotations can be made by sticky notes or writing in one’s own text. Since we value open-enrollment 

of all students, cost should never be a factor in any individual’s decision to take AP English Literature.   

 

If you have any questions, feel free to e-mail one of the current teachers: 

 Blake Connelly – blake.connelly@jenksps.org 

 Debbie Gill – debbie.gill@jenksps.org 

 Jordan McCown – jordan.mccown@jenksps.org  



How should I approach my AP Lit summer reading? 

 
When reading How to Read Literature Like a Professor, think about the shift from rhetorical analysis to style/literary analysis as well 

as all of those literary terms, literary techniques and works from previous English courses. Annotate for the main ideas of each chapter 

and any important examples that will help you remember the major concepts from this didactic work of introduction to literary studies.  

 

As you read Invisible Man, annotate for:  

 

 Setting - The physical sensuous world of the work; the time in which the action of the work takes place; the social 

environment of the characters – manners, customs, and moral values that govern their society; the mood or atmosphere – the 

emotional effect of setting 

 

 Characterization - Direct or Indirect.  The author tells what the characters are like, or when the author shows, rather than 

tells, what a character is like through external details, such as dress, bearing, looks, a character’s thoughts, deed, speech, what 

characters say about one another.  

 

 Plot and Structure - Deals with the organization of the story.  What conflicts does the novel dramatize?  Are certain 

situations repeated?  The protagonist is obvious; who or what is the antagonist?  What is the narrative pace? 

 

 Symbols - An object, place, name, character, or event that, by virtue of the associations we make as readers, represents 

something more or something other than itself.  Are there any symbols or motifs recurring throughout the book? 

 

 Point of view - The perspective from which a story is told; the narrator's position in relation to the story. 

 

 Theme - What does the work say about a subject; in what direct and indirect ways does the work communicate that idea (the 

theme). 

 

 

 

 

How do some chapter aspects of How to Read Literature Like a Professor relate to Invisible Man? 
 

Below are some connections to ponder as you compare the two texts and seek understanding of how literary analysis from the ideas 

presented in How to Read Literature Like a Professor relate to Invisible Man. We are sure there are many more and look forward to 

hearing and discussing what additional connections you all find. 

 

Chapter 1 – Every Trip is a Quest (nameless narrator traveling over course of novel from South to North) 

 

Chapter 2 – Nice to Eat With You (narrator eating of yams)  

 

Chapter 10 – Never Stand Next to the Hero (general information re: characterization) 

 

Interlude – Does He Mean That? (differentiating between authorial intent and what's in print) 

 

Chapter 11 – More Than It's Gonna Hurt You: Concerning Violence (Battle Royale) 

 

Chapter 12 – Is that a Symbol? (narrator’s briefcase)  

 

Chapter 15 – Flights of Fancy (tracking narrator's flights) 

 

Chapter 19 – Geography Matters (various settings in the book) 

 

Chapter 22 – He's Blind for a Reason (Founder Statue description - before narrator goes North) 

 

Chapter 24 – Don't Read With your Eyes (historical context of novel) 

 

Chapter 25 – It's My Symbol and I'll Cry If I Want To (how to read the novel) 

 


